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2008 DHS Leadership Academy
From Lynn Subramanian
DHS Office of Professional Development, Lansing
SubramanianL@michigan.gov
DHS Director Ismael
Ahmed addressed the
newly selected members
of 2008 Leadership
Academy at a special
luncheon in Lansing June
5. Several DHS
executives were on hand
to meet and greet the
new academy. Ahmed
remarked on the
“corporate and creative
intelligence in the room”
and incredible
opportunities in
leadership at DHS. Up to
60 percent of DHS
leaders are eligible for
retirement within the next
five years. DHS serves
two million people and
one-third of them live in
poverty. Given this
awesome responsibility,
he urged new leaders to
be “the machine for
good.”
The Leadership Academy selects high potential candidates through a rigorous
selection process and accelerates their development during the two-year program to
prepare them for high-level leadership positions within the department. Employees at
P-11 level and above as well as supervisors at any level are eligible to apply.
Selection process for the next academy will begin in the next few months.

There were 182 applicants that submitted self-nominations for the 2008 academy. Of
these, 78 went on to complete online assessments and written experience profiles.
Only 55 candidates were selected for interviews. Executive staff made the final
selection of 24 members based on candidate scores, organizational and geographic
representation. DHS congratulates the members of Leadership Academy 2008 and

wishes them well on their
journey to leadership
excellence.

The Leadership Academy
was named one of the top
50 innovative government
programs in America by
the Ash Institute at
Harvard University in 2007 and 2008. In 2003 LA received the

‘Excellence in Practice Citation’ from American Society for Training and Development. See more about Leadership
Academy at http://intranet-01.mfia.state.mi.us/opd/LFL/Leadership_Academy/Articles.htm

Members of the 2008 DHS Leadership Academy are: Front row (L-R) Zoe Lyons, Su Alyn
Holbrook, Cathy Truss, Sylvia Brown-Jones, Carol Szydlowski, Willenoa Brown, Kim Bejcek,
Shantelle Hawkins. Middle row (L-R) Michele Chandler, Kristine Lagios, Michelle Martin, Shelly
Marner, Dale Freeman, Barbra LaRue, Joselyn Lowrance. Back row (L-R) Ron Snead, Jerome
Colwell, Kate Steele, Jo Irby, Adam Schultz, Dawn Timm, Seth Persky, Matt Kuzma, Mike Bolen.

Please
pardon our
prolonged
absence...

DHS
Matters! was
gone a few
months and

is back.
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Traverse City event fetes local volunteers
From M. Egan McGlynn, Community Resource Coordinator
Grand Traverse- Leelanau DHS
McGlynnE@michigan.gov
Grand Traverse-Leelanau DHS
was among sponsors for a gala
volunteer recognition event June
25 at Wuerfel Park in Traverse
City, home of the Traverse City
Beach Bums, a professional
baseball team and member of
the Frontier League. The event
was a special thank you to the
many volunteers and
organizations that help assist us
during the year. It featured a ball
game, raffle and other events.

More than 2,000 volunteers from
more than 40 organizations took
to Wuerful Field to watch the
Beach Bums play the
Washington Wild Things. The
Beach bums lost, 3-2, but it was
a gorgeous summer night and
everyone had fun. I am pleased
to say I sold the winning ticket
to the 50-50 raffle where the
winner won $482! Thanks to our many staff and volunteer helpers for this great event. We also thank the Wuerfels – owners
of the stadium and team – and the staff of the Beach Bums for assisting us in recognizing the local volunteers who do so
much for our communities

Above: Members of Northwest Michigan Association of Volunteer Administrators that
helped plan the collaborative event and Traverse City Beach Bums mascots.

Foster Care Month in Genesee County
From Rodney Berry
Genesee County DHS, Flint
BerryR2@michigan.gov
Genesee County DHS commemorated National Foster Care Month in May with a campaign aptly named, “A Time to
Care: Foster Parenting to Secure the Future of a Child.”  A key was distributing a fact sheet about foster care to various

media outlets that corrected some of the misconceptions that are
prevalent in the community. Several foster care parents participated in
a local radio broadcast to recruit more foster parents.

DHS held a training session at Mott Community College on May 13 for
foster parents and agency staff, “Keeping Kids Out of Garbage Bags:
How to Help Move Kids To and From Foster Homes.” There was a good
turnout and participants received a wealth of information about easing a
child’s anxiety associated with moving.

Local DHS staff and private agencies joined the outreach efforts of
Genesee County youths participating in the Michigan Youth
Opportunities Initiative at Genesee Valley Mall May 17.  The youths
answered questions from the community and advocated for
consideration of fostering older youth.

Agency staff that sent brightly colored cards to all foster children in the county concluded the month’s activities with a
luau themed banquet of appreciation for Genesee County foster parents. The youth participants entertained the guests
with a short skit that included their testimony about how much it means to feel a foster parent’s guidance and support.
The skit ended with a big “Thank you!” from the youths. Genesee DHS has already started planning for Foster Care
Month 2009. Thank you to all who remain committed to making a difference in the lives of children and their families.

18 year-old Marcus Batson and Genesee
County acting deputy director Stacie Bowens
during a foster care month event in Flint.
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Sanilac DHS active in community outreach and collaboration
From Karen Foster, Commmunity Resource
Coordinator
Lapeer and Sanilac County DHS
FosterK@michigan.gov
June 27 was a busy day for community
collaboration at the Sanilac County Department of
Human Resources. Community resource
coordinator Karen Foster and volunteers Sofia
Garcia and Joyce Germain ran a booth at the
Senior Fair in Sandusky. Almost 2,000 seniors
attended and the trio not only gave information
about DHS services, but discussed voter
registration with 404 participants.

Down the road a few miles, receptionist Jennifer
Parpart and executive secretary Kathy Beyer ran a
voter registration table at the Kids Connection Roof
Sit. They contacted 152 people about voter
registration. Meanwhile, up on the roof of Jerry’s Foodland, with temperatures approaching 90 degrees, staff members
Rick Foster, children’s services supervisor, Jim Beyer, program manager; and family independence specialist Jamie
Loding toasted themselves to raise funds for the Kids’ Connection. Together, DHS staff raised $200 of the total
$4,000 raised for the Kids Connection.

Celebrating children in Monroe County
From Polly Fredericks
Community Resource Coordinator
Monroe County DHS, Monroe
FredericksP@michigan.gov
To celebrate national Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness
Month, Monroe County had its 13th annual “Celebrate
Children” event at the Monroe County Frenchtown Square
Mall April 26.

This annual event is an opportunity for families to enjoy free
activities, crafts, snacks, freebies, entertainment, and safety
information provided by area agencies churches, schools,
libraries, law enforcement, and health and safety services
participated in this Celebrate Children event.

More than 4,000 people came through the mall and more than 1,500 children actively participated in this fun-filled day. The
first 500 kids to enter the mall received free event T-shirts and a free
lunch coupon.

During a  candle lighting vigil against child abuse and neglect, DHS
foster care supervisor Renee Gonzales spoke of the victims of
child abuse and neglect. Ms. Gonzales was there to promote
recruitment of adoptive and foster parents.

The children enjoyed three activities at the Monroe DHS table.
Volunteers Madelyn Mathis and Linda Strzalkowski assisted the
children in designing wrist compasses, “Look it’s me” refrigerator
magnets, and Goofy glasses.

The Monroe Masons provided free child identification kits to each
child. This included dental impressions, DNA samples, fingerprints,
photos and a recorded interview for each child.

Sofia Garcia, Karen Foster, and Joyce Germain at the Senior  Fair.

DHS staffer wins group award
Lilia Denney, an
accounting manager with
DHS Accounting Division in
Lansing, was awarded the
2008 Membership
Participation Award from the
Association of Government
Accountants-Lansing
chapter. “This is presented
to an AGA member at large
to recognize efforts and
commitment supporting the
chapter’s various activities,” the associations’ newsletter
said.                                               — from Cindy Osga

 For more information go to http://www.lansing-aga.org/

A child attending Monroe County’s event models
Goofy glasses at the DHS table with Polly Fredericks
of Monroe County DHS.
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Your letters,

intercepted

and otherwise

Date: Aug. 17
To: DHS Web
Subj: Marcel Beck
I would like to recognize Marcel Beck, DHS worker in Battle Creek. With the overflowing
caseload these workers have, she made time to meet with me even though I had been late
to my appointment. She understood that sometimes things come up. This is the first time
I had ever been late and it was due to our church van breaking down out of town. I phoned
Ms. Beck, and she was able to get me in later that same afternoon so that I wouldn’t lose
my benefits for the month. Too many times, clients are sure to complain about their
worker and, when someone goes over and above such as Ms. Beck has done, I want the
people who employ her to know what a wonderful person they hired. I for one am happy to
know that she cares about the people she is helping and that, even though the caseloads
are heavy, she still can make time for the one that would have gotten left behind.
Michelle Aldaeri
Battle Creek

 Marcel Beck is an eligibility specialist with Calhoun County DHS. The letter writer forwarded her note through DHS Web, the Web
link on the DHS public Web page – www.michigan.gov/dhs

Date: Aug. 8
To: Susan Bailey-Carman, Director

Allegan DHS, Allegan
Subj: Hats off to Allegan DHS
So often directors and managers only hear the problems or negatives and rarely hear the good stuff. But, I need to share
this information with you. You may not know this, but, my daughter worked for Allegan CPS for a few months before she
accepted a position with Michigan Department of Civil Rights in Grand Rapids. During the time she was with Allegan DHS
she continuously sang your staff’s praises. She said everyone, including her supervisor, were so helpful, thoughtful and kind
to her. She said the staff’s willingness to let her job shadow and go out with them was overwhelming as well as a great
learning experience. Really, I could go on and on, but I won’t. In fact, what I thought was a no-brainer decision when she
was offered a good position in Grand Rapids (considering the expense of driving); it turned out to be a difficult decision for
her since she really liked her job and the people she worked with. Well, this was absolutely amazing to me that is all I can
say about it. So, whatever you all are doing at DHS in Allegan County I sure hope it is contagious. So, please, keep it up!
Sylvia L. Hopson, Associate Director
Michigan Works! Kent/Allegan Counties, Grand Rapids

Date: June 20
To: Irene Waller, Director

Lapeer-Sanilac DHS
Subj: Joe Meredith
I would like you to know that your worker Mr. Joe Meredith is a wonderful, understanding person. I have never met him
personally, but he doesn’t treat me like a lowlife because I’m on assistance. He always speaks to me with respect and
patience. It just wanted him to get the recognition he deserves and I am very happy to have him as my caseworker.
Carri Gneich
Melvin

 Joe Meredith is an eligibility specialist in Sanilac County.

Date: June 11
To: DHS Matters!
Subj: Erika Ferrell
I would like to thank Erika Ferrell for being a great Child Welfare Institute trainer. Congratulations on (her) job promotion in
Lansing, good luck. Thanks so very much of being very helpful, friendly, and full of knowledge. Thanks so much, for one of
your trainees.
Angela M. Dougoud, Foster Care Specialist
St. Clair DHS, Port Huron

 Erika Ferrell is a departmental analyst with DHS Permanency Division in Lansing.
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